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for 12 years and an elementary school
science and physical education teacher.

He later came to work at the St. Hel-
ena Catholic Church. After 5 years of
training, he was ordained as deacon.

Among the many services he provides
the residents of our community, he
also travels throughout Northern Cali-
fornia as a military bugler for the fu-
nerals of fallen soldiers.

Deacon Little is a distinguished
American citizen and important com-
munity leader, and I thank him for his
service to our country and for the
prayer that he led today.

———

FUNDING OUR VETERANS

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, this is
day 45, that is, 45 days so far that our
veterans have not had the use of the in-
creased funding for their benefits and
health care. That’s $18.5 million a day
not able to be used.

This bill has been done for months
and the President has already agreed
to sign it. Now Veterans Day has come
and gone, and the Democrat leadership
continues to delay this bill.

I am calling on the Speaker to not
adjourn for Thanksgiving until this bill
has been sent to the President. And I
call on all Americans to contact their
Representatives and tell the Demo-
cratic leadership to send a clean Vet-
erans appropriation bill to the Presi-
dent now.

How can we celebrate a holiday with
our families, knowing that there are
benefits our veterans don’t have access
to simply because of our inaction.

———

LABOR-HHS-EDUCATION
APPROPRIATIONS BILL

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, the
Labor-HHS-Education appropriations
bill passed by Congress reinvests in our
Nation’s future in a fiscally responsible
way, and it is fully paid for with no
deficit spending.

The President vetoed this bill be-
cause he apparently believes that a
better course of action would be to de-
liver massive cuts in critical domestic
priorities, such as funding community
health centers and medical research
grants through the National Institutes
of Health.

The Labor-HHS-Education bill vetoed
by the President strengthens education
by training 51,000 more teachers, and
helps 173,000 more dislocated workers
with job training and employment.

And again, unlike the budget-busting
funding bills that were passed by pre-
vious Congresses and signed by this
President, this bill is fully paid for and
does not add one penny to the Federal
deficit.

Madam Speaker, we must override
the President’s veto and pass this fis-
cally responsible bill.
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DENIAL, RETREAT AND DEFEAT
IN IRAQ

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, the
tide is turning in Iraq. As The Wash-
ington Post noted just last week, the
number of attacks against U.S. soldiers
has fallen to levels not seen since be-
fore February of 2006, the bombing of a
Shiia shrine in Samara that touched
off waves of sectarian killing.

The death toll of American troops in
October fell to 39, the lowest level since
March of 2006. Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki announced this last Sunday
that Sunni-Shiia violence in Baghdad
was down more than 75 percent in the
last year.

But sadly, today the House of Rep-
resentatives will bring an Iraq supple-
mental bridge fund that once again
brings the same tired language man-
dating withdrawal from Iraaq.

It seems, Madam Speaker, the Demo-
crats are adding denial to their agenda
of retreat and defeat in Iraq. Now is
not the time to micromanage a wid-
ening success in Iraq. Let’s give the
American soldiers the resources they
need to get the job done, see freedom
win, and come home safe.

————

AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, an ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure. And SCHIP is preven-
tion, as well as an important invest-
ment in our children and the future of
our country.

If we don’t make an adequate invest-
ment now to provide access to health
care for our children, we will pay for it
later. When is the White House going
to get it?

And it must include all children. So
let’s not agree with the Republicans to
put up barriers to doing that. Demo-
crats opposed citizen documentation in
Medicaid and we must oppose it now. It
will hurt poor children and children
who are racial and ethnic minorities,
the children who need it most.

The anti-immigrant rhetoric that is
raising its ugly head in this body is
hurting our country. We must not let it
hurt our children.

Not covering all poor legal immi-
grant children and requiring excess
documentation is un-American. Let’s
end this today with SCHIP, and let’s
pass a bill that moves us closer to full
coverage and to being the better coun-
try we ought to be.

———
CONGRATULATING MAJOR LES

BRAUNNS, ARKANSAS STATE PO-
LICE

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to offer my congratulations
to one of my constituents who’s dedi-
cated his adult life toward protecting
the men and women of Arkansas.

I rise to congratulate Les Braunns of
Springdale on his promotion to the
rank of major in the Arkansas State
Police. A 28-year veteran trooper,
Major Braunns was most recently the
commanding officer of Troop L, where
he earned the respect and friendship of
the men he commanded.

According to the men of Troop L,
Major Braunns always led his men by
example, and led his men from the
front, never asking a trooper to per-
form a task he was unwilling to per-
form himself.

His men pointed to the most recent
example of his leadership from an inci-
dent in July when the Hell’s Angels de-
scended on my district for their annual
get-together. Then Captain Braunns
marched into a group of 300 and told
them, ‘“You can police yourselves, or
we can do it for you.” The State police
kept their word and so did the Hell’s
Angels.

I congratulate Major Braunns on his
promotion, and I thank him and appre-
ciate all that he’s done for the State of
Arkansas.

—————

VETERANS GUARANTEED BONUS

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, this
weekend, communities throughout our
Nation honored the brave men and
women who have defended our Nation
in previous wars, as well as those who
are serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.
While parades, speeches and cere-
monies are important, I believe it is
more important for the U.S. Govern-
ment to properly care for and honor
our veterans.

Recently, the Department of Defense
has instituted a new policy on bonuses,
which does not provide servicemembers
with their full enlistment bonus, reen-
listment or other bonuses if they are
wounded while in combat and cannot
return to duty. This means that com-
bat wounded veterans who are dis-
charged from the military because of
their serious injuries will not receive
their full bonus. This policy is unac-
ceptable and disgraceful. It is unbeliev-
able that the men and women who have
sacrificed so much for our Nation are
being shortchanged and denied the bo-
nuses they were promised by their gov-
ernment.

Congressman JASON ALTMIRE has leg-
islation to correct this inequity, but
we should not have to rely on legisla-
tion. I call upon the Commander in
Chief, President Bush, to reverse this
policy immediately. We have a letter
going to the President asking him to
terminate this policy and ensure all
outstanding bonuses be paid promptly.
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